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Judicial Department

The Judicial Department includes Virginia’s systemof courts. It has responsibility for legal proceedingsfor criminal offenses and civil issues, includingcustody and control of children, divorce and otherfamily matters, traffic offenses, and the appointmentof electoral boards. The courts order funding forindigent defense through the “criminal fund” andfor involuntary mental commitments through the“involuntary mental commitment fund.” In additionto the court system, the Judicial Departmentincludes other agencies that regulate the legalprofession, as well as the Indigent DefenseCommission and the Virginia Criminal SentencingCommission.
Judicial Department Includes:

ο Supreme Court
ο Court of Appeals of Virginia
ο Circuit Courts
ο General District Courts
ο Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Courts
ο Combined District Courts
ο Magistrate System

ο Board of Bar Examiners
ο Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission
ο Indigent Defense Commission
ο Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission
ο Virginia State Bar
ο Judicial Department Reversion Clearing Account
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Part B - Amendments to the 2010-2012 Biennial Budget Commonwealth of Virginia
Judicial Department Executive Amendments to the 2010 - 2012 Biennial Budget

Financing of the Judicial Department*Based on 2010 — 2012 Proposed Operating Budget*Funds with totals less than 1% have not been included

SPECIAL 2.2%

DEDICATED SPECIAL REVENUE 4.9%

GENERAL 92.9%
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The Supreme Court of Virginia provides an independent,accessible, responsive forum for the just resolution of disputesin order to preserve the rule of law and to protect all rights andliberties guaranteed by the United States and Virginiaconstitutions.

Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Study impact of Guardian Ad Litems on Criminal FundAdds language to have the Supreme Court of Virginia studythe impact of Guardian Ad Litem payments on the CriminalFund and recommend options to moderate those costs. 
• Increase funding for federal grantsIncreases appropriation for nongeneral fund grants. 

The Court of Appeals of Virginia provides an independent,accessible, responsive forum for the just resolution of disputesin order to preserve the rule of law and to protect all rights andliberties guaranteed by the United States and Virginiaconstitutions.

The Circuit Courts provide an independent, accessible,responsive forum for the just resolution of disputes in order topreserve the rule of law and to protect all rights and libertiesguaranteed by the United States and Virginia constitutions.

Supreme Court

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 23,900,542 6,709,860 11,558,5382008 Appropriation 51,933,171 11,005,890 12,325,7682009 Appropriation 31,692,351 11,921,107 16,166,9162010 Appropriation 31,184,351 11,800,387 16,166,9162011 Base Budget 30,946,211 10,470,606 14,978,9172011 Addenda 0 250,000 02011 Total 30,946,211 10,720,606 14,978,9172012 Base Budget 30,946,211 10,470,606 14,978,9172012 Addenda 0 250,000 02012 Total 30,946,211 10,720,606 14,978,917
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 123.63 1.00 124.632008 Appropriation 135.63 1.00 136.632009 Appropriation 140.63 5.00 145.632010 Appropriation 138.63 6.00 144.632011 Base Budget 138.63 6.00 144.632011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 138.63 6.00 144.632012 Base Budget 138.63 6.00 144.632012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 138.63 6.00 144.63

FY 2011 FY 2012Nongeneral Fund 250,000 250,000
Court of Appeals of Virginia

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 7,096,364 0 6,381,5742008 Appropriation 7,220,528 0 6,381,5742009 Appropriation 8,332,856 0 7,467,8232010 Appropriation 8,332,856 0 7,467,8232011 Base Budget 8,244,148 0 7,588,6762011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 8,244,148 0 7,588,6762012 Base Budget 8,244,148 0 7,588,6762012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 8,244,148 0 7,588,676
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 66.13 0.00 66.132008 Appropriation 69.13 0.00 69.132009 Appropriation 69.13 0.00 69.132010 Appropriation 69.13 0.00 69.132011 Base Budget 69.13 0.00 69.132011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 69.13 0.00 69.132012 Base Budget 69.13 0.00 69.132012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 69.13 0.00 69.13

Circuit Courts
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The General District Courts provide an independent, accessible,responsive forum for the just resolution of disputes in order topreserve the rule of law and to protect all rights and libertiesguaranteed by the United States and Virginia constitutions.

Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Increase funding for involuntary mental commitmentsProvides additional funds to pay expenditures for indigentdefendants involved with the various hearings required inthe involuntary mental commitment process. 

• Increase funding for Criminal FundProvides additional funds to pay court costs of low-incomepersons. The major expenditure in this fund is for theservices of court-appointed attorneys for indigent defendantsin criminal cases. 

The Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Courts provide anindependent, accessible, responsive forum for the just resolutionof disputes in order to preserve the rule of law and to protect allrights and liberties guaranteed by the United States and Virginiaconstitutions.

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 87,378,958 300,000 32,697,4622008 Appropriation 85,967,603 300,000 32,697,4622009 Appropriation 101,643,870 300,000 38,825,6372010 Appropriation 101,563,870 300,000 38,825,6372011 Base Budget 101,265,698 5,000 38,655,8032011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 101,265,698 5,000 38,655,8032012 Base Budget 101,265,698 5,000 38,655,8032012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 101,265,698 5,000 38,655,803
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 164.00 0.00 164.002008 Appropriation 164.00 0.00 164.002009 Appropriation 164.00 0.00 164.002010 Appropriation 164.00 0.00 164.002011 Base Budget 164.00 0.00 164.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 164.00 0.00 164.002012 Base Budget 164.00 0.00 164.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 164.00 0.00 164.00

General District Courts

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 83,798,982 0 63,154,5342008 Appropriation 83,521,482 0 63,154,5342009 Appropriation 95,617,498 0 72,346,8792010 Appropriation 95,917,498 0 72,346,8792011 Base Budget 91,374,301 0 72,748,7002011 Addenda 2,392,337 0 02011 Total 93,766,638 0 72,748,7002012 Base Budget 91,374,301 0 72,748,7002012 Addenda 2,392,337 0 02012 Total 93,766,638 0 72,748,700

Authorized Positions Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Total 

Positions2007 Appropriation 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102008 Appropriation 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102009 Appropriation 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102010 Appropriation 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102011 Base Budget 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102012 Base Budget 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.102012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 1,018.10 0.00 1,018.10

FY 2011 FY 2012General Fund 282,591 282,591

FY 2011 FY 2012General Fund 2,109,746 2,109,746
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District 
Courts
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Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Increase funding for Criminal FundProvides additional funds to pay court costs of low incomepersons. The major expenditure in this fund is for theservices of court-appointed attorneys for indigent defendantsin criminal cases. 

The Combined District Courts provide an independent,accessible, responsive forum for the just resolution of disputesin order to preserve the rule of law and to protect all rights andliberties guaranteed by the United States and Virginiaconstitutions.

The magistrate system provides an independent, accessible,responsive forum for the just resolution of disputes in order topreserve the rule of law and to protect all rights and libertiesguaranteed by the United States and Virginia constitutions.

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 66,330,279 0 42,773,0622008 Appropriation 66,142,779 0 42,773,0622009 Appropriation 75,852,401 0 49,494,3242010 Appropriation 75,852,401 0 49,494,3242011 Base Budget 75,236,236 0 49,566,3732011 Addenda 3,252,625 0 02011 Total 78,488,861 0 49,566,3732012 Base Budget 75,236,236 0 49,566,3732012 Addenda 3,252,625 0 02012 Total 78,488,861 0 49,566,373
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 594.10 0.00 594.102008 Appropriation 594.10 0.00 594.102009 Appropriation 594.10 0.00 594.102010 Appropriation 594.10 0.00 594.102011 Base Budget 594.10 0.00 594.102011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 594.10 0.00 594.102012 Base Budget 594.10 0.00 594.102012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 594.10 0.00 594.10

FY 2011 FY 2012General Fund 3,252,625 3,252,625
Combined District Courts

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 18,448,785 0 9,853,6802008 Appropriation 18,373,785 0 9,853,6802009 Appropriation 22,096,468 0 12,515,9292010 Appropriation 22,096,468 0 12,515,9292011 Base Budget 21,878,843 0 12,284,3342011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 21,878,843 0 12,284,3342012 Base Budget 21,878,843 0 12,284,3342012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 21,878,843 0 12,284,334
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 204.55 0.00 204.552008 Appropriation 204.55 0.00 204.552009 Appropriation 204.55 0.00 204.552010 Appropriation 204.55 0.00 204.552011 Base Budget 204.55 0.00 204.552011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 204.55 0.00 204.552012 Base Budget 204.55 0.00 204.552012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 204.55 0.00 204.55

Magistrate System

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 20,955,406 0 20,109,2392008 Appropriation 20,794,631 0 20,109,2392009 Appropriation 27,498,173 0 26,029,9872010 Appropriation 28,185,653 0 26,927,4672011 Base Budget 28,209,548 0 26,742,0932011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 28,209,548 0 26,742,0932012 Base Budget 28,209,548 0 26,742,0932012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 28,209,548 0 26,742,093
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The Virginia Board of Bar Examiners is empowered to prepare,administer and grade the Virginia Bar Examination and licensethose applicants who pass the exam and who are otherwisequalified to practice law in Virginia.

Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Provide funding for bonusProvides appropriation to support the 2011 statewide bonuspayment to employees. 

• Provide nongeneral fund appropriation authorityProvides nongeneral fund appropriation authority to fund asalary adjustment for the Director of Character and Fitness. 

The mission of the Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission isto investigate charges of judicial misconduct or serious mentalor physical disability.

Authorized Positions Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Total 

Positions2007 Appropriation 400.20 0.00 400.202008 Appropriation 400.20 0.00 400.202009 Appropriation 435.20 0.00 435.202010 Appropriation 446.20 0.00 446.202011 Base Budget 446.20 0.00 446.202011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 446.20 0.00 446.202012 Base Budget 446.20 0.00 446.202012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 446.20 0.00 446.20
Board of Bar Examiners

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 0 1,210,715 808,1872008 Appropriation 0 1,254,060 926,9602009 Appropriation 0 1,382,237 1,022,9872010 Appropriation 0 1,364,507 1,022,9872011 Base Budget 0 1,446,477 1,016,2762011 Addenda 0 39,070 39,0702011 Total 0 1,485,547 1,055,3462012 Base Budget 0 1,445,622 1,033,6412012 Addenda 0 21,240 21,2402012 Total 0 1,466,862 1,054,881
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 0.00 7.00 7.002008 Appropriation 0.00 7.00 7.002009 Appropriation 0.00 7.00 7.002010 Appropriation 0.00 7.00 7.002011 Base Budget 0.00 8.00 8.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 0.00 8.00 8.002012 Base Budget 0.00 8.00 8.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 0.00 8.00 8.00

FY 2011 FY 2012Nongeneral Fund 19,069 0

FY 2011 FY 2012Nongeneral Fund 20,001 21,240
Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 519,064 0 405,7862008 Appropriation 514,951 0 405,7862009 Appropriation 568,368 0 452,9722010 Appropriation 568,368 0 452,9722011 Base Budget 562,917 0 443,4732011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 562,917 0 443,4732012 Base Budget 562,917 0 443,4732012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 562,917 0 443,473
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 3.00 0.00 3.002008 Appropriation 3.00 0.00 3.002009 Appropriation 3.00 0.00 3.002010 Appropriation 3.00 0.00 3.002011 Base Budget 3.00 0.00 3.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 3.00 0.00 3.002012 Base Budget 3.00 0.00 3.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 3.00 0.00 3.00
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Indigent Defense Commission Web siteThe Virginia Indigent Defense Commission will support theCommonwealth’s Constitutional obligation to provide legalrepresentation to indigent criminal defendants through theadministration of a state public defender system and thecertification of court appointed counsel.

Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Reduce nongeneral fund appropriationReduces the agency's nongeneral fund appropriation toreflect expiration of a fixed-term local grant. 

The Mission of The Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission isto develop, implement, maintain, and continually update adiscretionary sentencing guidelines system to assist thejudiciary in the imposition of felony sentences in theCommonwealth, to establish rational and consistent sentencingstandards which reduce unwarranted sentencing disparity, toconduct criminological research on felony recidivism in order todevelop, implement and maintain offender risk assessmentinstruments that are predictive of the future likelihood of areturn to criminal conduct, to integrate offender riskassessment instruments into the felony sentencing guidelinessystem, to review proposed legislation and estimate the futurecorrectional costs of new initiatives, and to maintain a felonysentencing guidelines system that emphasizes theaccountability of the offender and of the criminal justice systemto the citizens of the Commonwealth and fosters publicconfidence in Virginia's justice system.

Indigent Defense Commission

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 36,152,445 10,000 29,388,8622008 Appropriation 39,647,664 10,000 31,940,5482009 Appropriation 43,132,492 167,079 33,779,4312010 Appropriation 43,132,492 167,079 33,779,4312011 Base Budget 42,607,377 30,000 37,565,4482011 Addenda 0 (3,058) 02011 Total 42,607,377 26,942 37,565,4482012 Base Budget 42,607,377 30,000 37,565,4482012 Addenda 0 (18,000) 02012 Total 42,607,377 12,000 37,565,448
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 514.00 0.00 514.002008 Appropriation 540.00 0.00 540.002009 Appropriation 540.00 0.00 540.002010 Appropriation 540.00 0.00 540.002011 Base Budget 540.00 0.00 540.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 540.00 0.00 540.002012 Base Budget 540.00 0.00 540.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 540.00 0.00 540.00

FY 2011 FY 2012Nongeneral Fund (3,058) (18,000)

Virginia Criminal Sentencing 
Commission

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 906,528 70,000 751,1052008 Appropriation 900,897 70,000 751,1052009 Appropriation 980,960 70,000 824,5382010 Appropriation 980,960 70,000 824,5382011 Base Budget 969,254 70,000 816,0792011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 969,254 70,000 816,0792012 Base Budget 969,254 70,000 816,0792012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 969,254 70,000 816,079
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 10.00 0.00 10.002008 Appropriation 10.00 0.00 10.002009 Appropriation 10.00 0.00 10.002010 Appropriation 10.00 0.00 10.002011 Base Budget 10.00 0.00 10.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 10.00 0.00 10.002012 Base Budget 10.00 0.00 10.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 10.00 0.00 10.00

http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/agencylevel/src/viewagency.cfm?agencycode=848
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The mission of the Virginia State Bar, as an administrativeagency of the Supreme Court of Virginia, is (1) to regulate thelegal profession of Virginia; (2) to advance the availability andquality of legal services provided to the people of Virginia; and(3) to assist in improving the legal profession and the judicialsystem.

Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Revert balanceReverts year end cash balance. 

Recommended Operating Budget Addenda

• Reduce savings to be generated from judgeship 
vacanciesReduces the estimated savings derived from vacantjudgeships. 

Virginia State Bar

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 2,395,015 14,154,397 6,956,3452008 Appropriation 2,520,015 15,276,669 7,008,8672009 Appropriation 2,520,000 20,350,458 7,772,6562010 Appropriation 2,520,000 20,350,458 7,772,6562011 Base Budget 2,420,000 20,237,630 7,920,6802011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total 2,420,000 20,237,630 7,920,6802012 Base Budget 2,420,000 20,237,630 7,920,6802012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total 2,420,000 20,237,630 7,920,680
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2007 Appropriation 0.00 89.00 89.002008 Appropriation 0.00 89.00 89.002009 Appropriation 0.00 89.00 89.002010 Appropriation 0.00 89.00 89.002011 Base Budget 0.00 89.00 89.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 0.00 89.00 89.002012 Base Budget 0.00 89.00 89.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 0.00 89.00 89.00

FY 2011 FY 2012Resources 5,000,000 0
Judicial Department Reversion Clearing 
Account

Operating Budget Summary
General 

Fund
Nongeneral 

Fund
Personnel 

Costs2007 Appropriation 0 0 02008 Appropriation 0 0 02009 Appropriation (2,009,850) 0 02010 Appropriation (3,022,600) 0 02011 Base Budget (3,022,600) 0 02011 Addenda 0 0 02011 Total (3,022,600) 0 02012 Base Budget (3,022,600) 0 02012 Addenda 0 0 02012 Total (3,022,600) 0 0
Authorized Positions Summary

General 
Fund

Nongeneral 
Fund

Total 
Positions2011 Base Budget 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002011 Total 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Base Budget 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Addenda 0.00 0.00 0.002012 Total 0.00 0.00 0.00

FY 2011 FY 2012Resources 0 (1,736,021)


